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armies, the North seems wholly to have ignored
its fleet; and yet in the beginning this resource
was its only strength.
The fleet was small, to be sure, but its task was
at first also small. There were few Southern ports
which were doing a regular business with Europe,
and to close these was not difficult. As other
ports opened and the task of blockade grew, the
Northern navy also increased. Within a few
months, to the few observers who did not lose their
heads, it was plain that the North had won the
first great contest of the war. It had so hampered
Southern trade that Lincoln's advantage in arming
the North from Europe was ten to one. At the
very time when detractors of Lincoln were hysteri-
cal over the removal of Fremont, when Grimes
wrote to Fessenden that the country was going to
the dogs as fast as imbecility could carry it, this
great achievement had quietly taken place. An
expedition sailing in August from Fortress Monroe
seized the forts which commanded Hatteras Inlet
off the coast of North Carolina. In November,
Commander Dupont, U. S. N., seized Port Royal,
one of the best harbors on the coast of South
Carolina, and established there a naval base.
Thenceforth, while the open Northern ports re-